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From the desk of the President - John Perkins FRAS 
 

Since my last report we have encountered a few issues that are being addressed. The rear stair 
railings are well underway and should be finished soon. The building painting colours have been 
selected and a consultant was organized by Ann Cape who gave us a number of interesting 
options.  However, when I met with the painter and his builder, we encountered a major problem 
with the art school windows which will need to be replaced.  This is a safety issue which has been 
approved by the Society’s Council.  My thanks to Greg Hansell who has installed the new sign at 
the front of the building and trimmed back the tree ready for the painter. 
 

It was with regret we received and accepted the resignation of Councillor John Adameitis.  John 
contributed a great deal during his time on Council. 
 

Our “Depth of Field” Exhibition was judged and opened by renowned plein air artist Ken Knight. 
The opening was a most enjoyable night and our congratulations go to Joe Bezzina who received 
the major prize, Highly Commended to Cilla Davis and Neil Hetherington and Commended to Don 
Talintyre. 
 

Our Sunday painting afternoon proved most successful with 16 participants who enjoyed a fun 
paint along.  We want to continue with the enthusiasm and plan to have one each month for the 
remainder of the year.  The next one is a portrait demo and paint along with Pamela Irving 
FRAS on Sunday 26 June. 
 

Congratulations to Salwa Woodroffe, Delma Patterson and Rizwana Ahmad on their elevation to 
Associate. 
 

Our next exhibition is the “An Intimate Look” – guest openers Wendy Whiteley and Janet Hawley.  
This will be followed by our annual Ballot Fundraiser, which I am urging you to support. 
 

We were saddened to hear of the death of Kerry Lester and Cameron Sparks and we extend our 
sympathy to their families. 
 

The Engine Room News        by Christine Feher 

 

 

 

It’s only through the generosity and onging commitment of our members that we can advance the 
fortunes of our beloved Society.  As always we need quality paintings, well framed and presented for 
this year’s fundraiser.  Works can be brought to the gallery at any time, or if you are unable to do so, 
ring Christine and she will arrange to have them collected.  The last day paintings can be 
delivered is Monday 27 June between 10am and 3pm.  Please, I would like them well before 
then as I don’t want to be faced with a large number on the final day. 

    

Ballot Fundraiser 2016 



 

 

“Depth of Field” Landscape Exhibition – Opening Night 
Opened and judged by Ken Knight 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Peter Whelan, Susie Devenport, 
Ken and Louise Knight and 

Jacqui Dinklo 

 

Joe Bezzina with his winning 
painting - "In Between Space 

and Time – Lake Mungo" 

 

Mike Fish 

 
 
 

Terry Benson 

 

Wendy Fare – new exhibiting member 
 

Recently elevated to Associate  
Salwa Woodroffe 



 

 

Ken Knight’s speech from the Opening Night of “Depth of Field”   
 

 
Edward Degas is reported to have said one hundred years ago, ”I thought painting was easy until I 
learnt how to paint.” 
 
Painting is an act of passion, it can become an obsession and it can be all consuming and it often 
overrides all other considerations. 
 
I sometimes think that it is equivalent to having another relationship in your life you are constantly 
thinking about it, you embrace it because it is something you want to do and at the same time you 
are subconsciously frustrated because it creates in you an endless search for visual expression 
and beauty which is almost impossible to realise! 
 
It was Claude Monet who said “Colour is my day long obsession, joy and torment”. 
 
I find there is frequently a disparity between my mental image on what I want to paint and my 
ability to render it and I’m sure this problem, is shared amongst the Artists gathered here tonight. 
I think the conception of this show titled “Depth of Field – Landscape Exhibition” is a great one and 
I am delighted to be part of it.  Landscape has been fundamentally important in my life, both 
artistically and in terms of my leisure time. 
 
When you think about Australian art you immediately think about the landscape. Historically, the 
first non-indigenous artists portrayed the landscape through English eyes, and it was probably 
Buvelot and Roberts who first recognized some of the particular attributes that made an Australian 
landscape painting recognizable as an Australian landscape and this was LIGHT and atmosphere. 
 
Of course the Heidelberg school reinforced this pastoral vision of blue and gold – riding on the 
sheep’s back as it were, and we had a long procession of great artists following in this tradition, 
including Gruner, Drysdale, Boyd and Nolan, to name but a few. 
 
So what about this current exhibition we see around us tonight? 
 
As a judge, I take my responsibility seriously in trying to select works of excellence. 
 
But what makes excellence in a painting?  There are probably two things I look for technique and 
visual appeal. I have often heard it said that judges look for the WOW factor and this is true to 
some extent. Colour is obviously important here, as well as tone. Increase the tonal range and 
introduce primary colours and you have a potentially WOW painting. 
 
But what about sensitivity in a painting? 
 
Sometimes the paintings you love most reveal its jewels slowly, because it is delicate, sensitive 
and subtle.  It’s a bit when we meet people for the first time, we can be knocked over by a big 
personality but this appeal may be short lived. 
 
I also look for technical expertise in how the paint is applied.  I look for confidence and bravura in 
the work and I admire risk taking.   I favour lost and found in a painting.  I do not like all of the 
painting realized in the same detail throughout the entire painting because this is not how we see 
the world. 
 
I believe selective perception is how we see and interact with the world and similarly, I like areas in 
a painting to recede and come forward depending upon the subject and what the artist is trying to 
achieve. 
 
 
 



 

 
I like some abstraction in painting. I often utilize a palette knife and I find the sheer enjoyment and 
serendipity of pushing paint around in this manner can create areas which are exactly what is 
required, namely, a bit of mystery and creativity, albeit sometimes unintentionally.  A bit of 
irrationality can be good.  In this respect, Henri Matisse said that creativity takes courage and how 
true is that! 
 
Fine draughtsmanship and an eye for form and design is a fundamental thing, creating an 
impression using the power of suggestion and abstraction allows the viewer to interpret and I think 
this is a desirable thing.  I like freshness in a painting, something that does not look too laboured. 
 
An artwork that is original and expresses some kind of “joie de vivre” is a painting to be celebrated. 
 
**Basically you want a painting to talk to you.  If a painting has the power to engage your attention, 
and speak to you then you have a winning painting.  And you do not need a blue ribbon hanging 
next to it to prove that! 
 
And having spent a couple of hours viewing the paintings here today I think there are many 
winners here tonight. 
 
Ken Knight 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
 
 

Photographs Wanted 
 
If anyone has any old, interesting photos from the seventies or earlier, of painting at the RAS which 
may be of interest to other members, could they please send to: susiedevenport@gmail.com (no 
larger than 300kb please) for the "History" page on our new website.  Not all photos will 
necessarily be included." 
 

  

mailto:susiedevenport@gmail.com


 

 

Members’ News:  

 

Salwa Woodroffe  RAS  is having an exhibition during May and June at Bungendore Fine Art 
Gallery, 42b Ellendon Street, Bungendore.  www.bundendorefineart.com.au 

Congratulations to: 

Helen Bailey RAS – 41st Annual Camden Art Prize 2016 – 1st “Works on Paper” and also the 
Overall Winner in acrylic and oil stick. 

Brenda Duncombe RAS –  Ewart Art Prize 2016 – Award for best painting. 

Mellissa Read-Devine ARAS – Hunter Valley Grammar School “Inspired” –  Best in Show. 

Freda Surgenor FRAS – Currabubula Art Show – 1st “Best Oil and Acrylic”.  

Julie Simmons ARAS – Hunter Valley Inspired Art Show – 1st Watercolour; 
Camden Art Prize – Highly Commended in Watercolour; 
St Bernard’s Art Show, Victoria – 1st Watercolour/Pastel. 

Cilla Davis FRAS – Lane Cove Members Exhibition – 1st  Mixed Media; 
Kirribilli 40th Anniversary Art Show – Highly Commended. 

Pamela Irving FRAS – Lane Cove Members Exhibition – 1st Drawing and Pastel; 
The Hunters Hill Art Prize – Winner of the Regional Award. 

Inta Charteris RAS – Northern Suburbs A&H Society's Art Show – 1st and 3rd Pastel Section;  
1st Drawing Section; Commended in Oils (Animals) and The People's Choice Award. 

Annie Slade RAS - Northern Suburbs A&H Society's Art Show – 1st Portrait Section and  
2nd  Pastel Section. 

Brian Stratton FRAS - Hunters Hill Art Exhibition 2016 – 1st Watercolour. 
 
 

From the Archives –by Secretary Christine Feher 
 
“After the devastating fire of the Garden Palace in 1882, the young Society set up an Art Union to 
raise funds for the benefit of securing rooms for the Society to meet and for art classes to take 
place.  Rooms were secured in the Royal Arcade, Pitt Street, where a life class met twice a week.  
In 1886 moved to larger rooms in 70 Pitt Street and occupied these premises until the 1920’s.” 
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Thursday Sketch Club 
 
 
 
 
 
Tom Parslow FRAS, Tony Duarte 
FRAS, Trevor Hotten RAS, Pam Irving 
FRAS and Alan Somerville, Special 
Artist Member 
 
 
Tom, Tony, Trevor and Pam have kept 
the Thursday group going for some 
20 years. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
RAS Treasurer Stephen Caldis ARAS 
sitting for Yve Close's portrait group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
Sunday 8 May – Demonstration in oils by John Perkins FRAS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

RAS Raffle to be drawn on Sunday 7 

August, 2016 the same day as the drawing of the 

Ballot fundraiser. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
"Widden Valley" by Werner Filipich FRAS – 
generously donated by Sandra and Ian 
Holmes for our next raffle 
 

3 tickets  =  $5;   8 tickets  =  $10 

17 tickets  =  $20 
 

Winner, if not present, will be notified by 
phone on the day.  The Society is a “not for 
profit” association.  All monies raised are in 
aid of the Society. 
 
 

 

RAS Website Artists' Gallery  Developed and maintained by Susie Devenport 

 
If you are an exhibiting member and would like to be included in our online members' gallery, please 
email the following to susiedevenport@gmail.com 
 
1. No more than 6 jpeg images of paintings with titles not larger than 200kb each; 
2. a pdf with information about you, no more than 200 words (or type directly onto your email to 

me and I will copy and paste, if it's easier).   Include your own website address if applicable; 
3. a photograph of yourself if you wish. 
 
Refer to the existing pages on our Artists' Gallery if guidance is needed at www.royalart.com.au. 
Let me know if you have a particularly favourite painting which you would like used as the thumbnail 
image to enter your page. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Stay Connected  ... ... ... 
Have you “liked” the Royal Art Society of NSW on Facebook?  In just two 
years, our following has grown to over 800 people world-wide.  If you want 
to keep up to date with news and events at the Royal, simply “like” our page 
and invite your friends to “like” it too.  Supporting us in this simple way helps 
to get the message out that we are continuing our tradition of great art and 
exhibitions, exciting classes and life-time friendships 

 
 

 

 

Postage Increases 
 
As Australia Post has increased stamps to $1, it would be appreciated if a stamped addressed 
envelope was supplied for the return of membership cards for those who wish to receive them in 
the mail.  Remember they can be collected at the front desk the next time you are at the Society. 
  

 

 

mailto:susiedevenport@gmail.com
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Forthcoming Art Prizes for 2016  -  compiled by Stephen Caldis 

Paul Guest Prize $12,000 Drawing Bendigo Vic 
Entries close:   3 June 2016 
Contact:   www.bendigoartgallery.com.au 
Prizes-scholarship/Paul-Guest-Prize 
 

The Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize 2016  
First prize $15,000; Special Commendation $2,000 
Viewers choice $2,000; Mayors Choice $1,000 
Entries close: 1 July 2016 
Contact:  sculptureprizewoolahra@nsw.gov.au 

Taree Open Art Exhibition 2016 (NSW) 
Prizes total $7,150 
Entries close:  7 June 2016.  Contact: 
www.tareeartistinc.com 
 

Pirtek Still Life Prize Bowral 
Prizes total $3,500 
Entries close:  6 July 2016 
Contact:  http://www.bdasgalery.com 
 

Shoalhaven 51st Annual Open Art Exhibition 
Prizes total $6000; 
Entries close:  10 June 2016 
Contact:  email  valhazbigpond.com 
or (02) 44486051 Joan Lewis 
 

Brett Whitely Travelling Scholarship Prize 
$30,000 
Entries close:  8 July2016;  Contact: 
www.artgallerynsw.gov.au./brettwhitely-
studio/about/travelling-art-scholarship 

Newcastle Art Prize  
Prizes total $6,950 
Entries close:  10 June 2016 
Contact:   Society Artists Newcastle PO Box 41 
Lambton 2299 
 

John Leslie Art Prize Landscape $21,000 Vic 
Entries close: 15 July 2016;  Contact:  
www.wellington.vic.gov.au/Enjoying-
Wellington/Gippsland-Art-Gallery/John-Leslie-Art-
Prize 
 

Archibald Art Prize  
Prizes total $100,000 
Entries close:  24 June 2016 Online entries. 
Contact: www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au 
 

53rd Lane Cove Art Award 
Prizes total $9,000 plus 
Entries close:  21 July 2016 
Contact:  www.lanecove.nsw.gov.au  or 
lcartsociety@yahoo.com tel 02 94283970 
 

Warringah Art Prize Painting 
First Prize $6,000; Hon. Mention $1,000; Works on 
Paper $1,000; People’s Choice $1,000; Photographic  
Prize $500; Emerging artist $500 voucher art 
materials 
Warringah Small Sculpture Prize 
First Prize $3,000; Hon. Mention $1,000; People’s  
choice $1,000; Emerging Artist $500 voucher for art 
materials 
Warringah Waste to Art Prize 
First Prize $3,000; Innovation Award $1,000; 
People’s Choice $1,000; Emerging Artist $500 
voucher form art materials; 
Entries close for the Warringah Prizes:  21 June 2016 
Contact: www.warringah.nsw.gov.au/play/arts-amd-
culture/warringah-art-prize 
 

Singleton Art Prize 
Prizes total $24,000 Judge John Haycraft 
Closing date not specified.  Exhibition 22-26 July 
Contact:  www.singletononhunterrotary.org.au   
enquiries: singletonartprize@yahoo.com.au 
tel David 0429775556 John 02 65776156 
 

NSW Parliament Plein Air Painting Prize 
Prize $20,000 acquisitive 
Entries close:  27 July 2016 
Contact: www.pleinair.com.au 
 
Redlands Art Awards (Qld) 
Prizes total  $21,000 
Entries close:  12 August 2016 
Contact:  www.redlandsartawards.org.au 
 

Sir John Sulman Art Prize 
Entries close:  24 June 2016 Online entries. 
Contact:www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au 
 

Mackay Annual Artists & Art Exhibition 
Prizes total $6,500 
Entries close:  2 September 2016 
Contact: susan@summerwindgallery.com 
or (07 49664390 
 

Wynne Art Prize  
Prizes total:  $50,000 
Entries close:   24 June 2016 Online entries. 
Contact: www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au 
 

Paddington Art Prize $25,000 with Inaugural 
Young Artist prize 18–30 years $5000 
Hon. Mention $2,000 print plus $1,000 
Entries Close: 10 September 2016 
Contact: info@paddingtonartprize.com.au 
 

Brisbane Art Prize  
Prize $10,000 
Entries close:  30 June 2016 
Contact:   http://www.brisbaneartprize.com 

Australian Artists Magazine have ongoing 
competitions the current one is No 65 Still Life Prizes 
total $1,750. One has to buy the magazine to enter. 
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RAS 2016 Program of Events 

 

June 
 
Friday 3 Opening “An Intimate Look” Exhibition 6-8pm 
Friday 17 Council Meeting 4pm 
Sunday 26 Close “An Intimate Look” Exhibition 
Monday 27 Final send in Ballot Fundraiser paintings (10am-3pm) 
 
Monday 13 Queen’s Birthday (Gallery closed) 
 
 

July 
 
Saturday 2 First Viewing Ballot Fundraiser 11am – 4pm 
Friday 22 Council Meeting 4pm 
 
 

August 
 
Saturday 6 Last Viewing of Ballot 11am-4pm 
Sunday 7 Ballot Draw 12 noon sharp (ticket holders) 
Monday 8 Gallery closed this week 
Friday 19 Council Meeting 4pm 
Monday 29 Send in Annual Spring Exhibition (Medal of Distinction) 10am – 3pm 
 
 

September 
 
Friday 2 Opening Annual Spring Exhibition featuring Medal of Distinction Award 6-8pm 
Tuesday 20 Fellows Meeting (11am morning tea – meeting at 11.30am) 
Friday 16 Council Meeting 4pm 
 
 

October 
 
Sunday 2 Close Annual Spring Exhibition at 4pm 
Monday 3 Labour Day (Gallery closed) 
Monday 10 Send in Australian Society of Marine Artists Exhibition 
Friday 14 Opening Marine Artists 20th Anniversary Exhibition 6-8pm 
Friday 21 Council Meeting 4pm 
Sunday 30 Close Marine Artists Exhibition 
 
 

November 
 
Monday 1 Final send in RAS Art School Exhibition 10am-3pm 
Friday 11 Opening RAS Art School Exhibition 5.30pm-8pm 
Friday 25 Council Meeting 4pm 
Sunday 27 Close RAS Art School Exhibition 3pm 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

December 
 
Friday 2 Opening private member exhibition “As I See It” – Susie Devenport 
Saturday 3 Private member exhibition – Susie Devenport 
Sunday 4 Close Susie Devenport 4pm 
Monday 5 Send in Christmas Exhibition 10am-3pm 
Friday 9 Opening Christmas Exhibition 6-8pm 
Wednesday 14 Gallery closes 4pm 
Thursday 22 RAS CLOSED UNTIL JANUARY 
 

 
 
 

.....................................    o o O o o   .................................... 
 
 
 

President:  John Perkins FRAS 
Art School Director:  Greg Hansell FRAS 

Secretary:  Christine Feher Ph: 9955 5752  email: lavender@royalart.com.au 
eNewsletter Editor:  Sue Woodland  Ph: 9874 3243 email:  suenewsletter@gmail.com 

 
Next Deadline:  30 June 2016 

 
 
 

.....................................    o o O o o   .................................... 
 
 
 
 
 

Changes to Entry Forms  -  All members please note 
 
There will be a separate entry form dedicated for each forthcoming exhibition at the Society.  
No other entry forms will be admissible. 
 


