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From the desk of the President – John Perkins FRAS 

 
The new sandstone tiling in the front courtyard is now completed.  The table and seats in the 
courtyard have been repaired thanks to Greg and have been repainted.  We have also painted a few 
areas that needed touching up around the front.  The new lighting has been installed which proved 
a great success on opening night of the Home Exhibition and gained many favourable comments.  
 
Susan Rothwell kindly accepted the invitation to open the show and did an excellent job.  My thanks 
again to Greg for the donation of a small pastel as a gift of appreciation for Susan.  At the conclusion 
of this show we will be hosting the ASMA small group exhibition and arrangements are well 
underway.  Our new Governor The Honourable Justice Margaret Beazley AO, QC has accepted an 
invitation to be the guest opener.  Members hopefully will take the opportunity to meet our new 
Governor and also the artists.  Three RAS/ASMA members, John Downtown OAM, Earl Hingston 
and myself will be participating. 
 
Our next project is to renew the gallery carpet.  This will greatly enhance the overall presentation of 
our gallery.  In October we will stage an exhibition entitled “Paint a Pub”.  This will be run in co-
ordination with an Oktoberfest theme, details are set out below.  Many years ago there was an 
exhibition which some of you may remember, I think it was called Toohey’s Paint a Pub and I thought 
it might be a nice idea if we could re-introduce this theme for our members.   
 
I wish to extend sincere thanks to member Lyn Mitchell who has kindly donated a portrait by Graeme 
Inson plus a number of art books to the Society, also our appreciation to Kim White from The Art 
Scene, who kindly collected these items from Lyn and delivered to us.  Happy painting. 
 
 

________________________ 
 

 

October “Paint A Pub “Exhibition 

 
We are blessed with an abundance of wonderful pubs in city and country locations with great 
facades and interiors.  It gives our artists many options from painting your favourite pub, 
patrons sitting at the bar or enjoying the dining facilities, even a portrait, plus many more 
possibilities.   
 
In earlier days the exteriors of pubs displayed great painted supper scenes, sporting and 
beer ads which are now very collectable.  This came from an idea put to Tooths Brewery by 
a former member and Vice President of our Society, Jules Henry Roy Rousel.  His vision 
was to display fine art in outdoor locations.  Again, we hope to test your artistic imagination 
plus enjoy an Octoberfest opening night.  I hope you will support this concept. 
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Home Exhibition Opening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Archives 

by Secretary Christine Feher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Artists born and living in Australia contributed the majority of the works and the show was not limited 
to this group.  Provided the works submitted were created in Australia and ‘typical of the country’, 
native born artists residing overseas, such as Streeton, as well as migrant artists like Charles 
Conder, were welcome to apply.  Some 45 works by Australian artists based in Europe were included 
in the exhibition.  Women artists were well represented and almost equalled men.  No other ‘major 
survey’ of Australian art in London has come close to reaching this level of female representation. 
The exhibition was so popular the Grafton Galleries kept it open for four months past the original 

closing date. 

 

 

Susan Rothwell artist, architect 
officially opening the Home Exhibition 

 

 

Above right:  John Perkins with Dario 
Falzon and Earl Hingston receiving 
their Associate Certificates. 
 
Right:  Susie Devenport presenting a 
gift to John and Joanne Haycraft on 
their recent marriage. 

 

 

The largest exhibition of Australian art in Britain was held 
in 1898 and was notable for its near equal representation 
of women artists. 
 
This was organized by the Trustees of the AGNSW and 
financially supported by philanthropist Edith Walker.  It 
was held in London’s Grafton Galleries featuring some 
371 artworks, 114 being from Australia and the first major 
exhibition of Australian art to occur internationally. 
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(an exclusive evening for the artists who donate a painting/s to the Art Ballot Fundraiser 

and our great volunteers) 
 

TUESDAY 16 JULY 2019  
6-8PM 

 
 

 RSVP IS REQUIRED 
Contact Secretary Christine 

 
 

________________________ 
 
 

The Engine Room News – by Christine Feher 

 
I know it’s early but we need to plan to have the best ever possible Ballot Fundraiser.   
 
To all Fellows, Associates and Exhibiting Members, we are asking for a painting/s – the best you 
have in your studio, framed or unframed (we do have some pre-loved frames to use, if need be).  
You can bring them in anytime and I will look after them until we hang the show. 
 
If you have an image of the painting/s you are donating, please send them to me and I will ensure 
they go onto the website under the Ballot.  This is great publicity for the artist and it encourages 
ticket sales. 
 
As most of you know the Ballot has a long history here at the Society.  It was from the proceeds of 
some 5 years of Ballot fundraises that the beautiful Victorian Terraces, home to the RAS, were 
purchased. 
 
It is our major fundraiser and it has always been so.  Therefore, it is up to all members to support 
the Society and we are hoping that you will be very generous this year. 

  

  



 

 

Members’ News: 

Please remember to forward all news items and requests for insertions in the Newsletter to the Editor 
and not to our Secretary Christine at the Society.  Email Sue at suenewsletter@gmail.com.  Also 
volunteers are needed to help on RAS Opening Nights, one night per month for 2 ½ hours.  If 
you can help us please phone Robyne on 042-764 069 or 8021 7345 or email: 
robynedudley@gmail.com 

Congratulations to:. 

Jane Wray – Thirroul Art Prize – Levers Prize 

Chris Seale – Royal Easter Show – 1st Prize for Excellence in Class 1 – Rural Subject or Landscape 

Janet Jones FRAS – Eurobodalla River of Art Prize – Winner; Montague Art and Craft Society – 1st 
Prize in oils. 

 

Forthcoming Member’s Exhibitions: 
 
Dorothy Freeman FRAS will be on show with Melbourne's Fire station Printmakers at BDAS Bowral 
13 - 25 June; and 'Continuum' at Griffith Regional Gallery 13 July - 11 August 2019  
 
Jane Wray is exhibiting her new collection of works at Art Gallery on Darling, 307 Darling St, Balmain 
from 18-23 June.  Drinks with the artist are at 2pm on Saturday 22 June.  All welcome.  hOpen daily 
from 10-6pm. 
 
 

"Easy Care Gardeners” – Volunteers' Day 
 
This day was celebrated with a visit to the RAS and hosted by Vice President Susie Devenport, who 
gave a brief talk about the Society’s history and current contribution to the Sydney art scene. 
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The ASMA Small Group Exhibition 
Showcasing Contemporary Australian Marine Art 

14 – 30 June 2019 
Presented at the Royal Art Society of NSW 

Lavender Bay Gallery 
25 – 27 Walker Street North Sydney NSW 

 
 
    
 
 
 
The Australian Society of Marine Artists Inc (ASMA) is pleased to announce the staging of its 
first ever Small Group Exhibition at the Royal Art Society of NSW Lavender Bay Gallery 
between 14 and 30 June.  The Exhibition will showcase high quality artworks painted by ten 
ASMA member artists.  Unlike other previous ASMA Exhibitions, this staging will present many 
more examples of each artist’s works demonstrating diverse artistic styles that masterfully 
illustrate the rich maritime heritage, beautiful coastlines and waterways of our nation.  The 
Exhibition highlights and celebrates the Marine Art genre as it is painted by today’s living 
artists.  This ASMA artistic expression showcases fine examples of marine art in Australia, all 
of which will be for sale. 
 
The ASMA artist’s work rivals the best Marine Art worldwide.  From its first President, official 
war artist Dennis Adams OAM AICH, the ASMA has attracted highly proficient marine artists 
whose work is found in Australian corporate and government agencies, NSW Government 
House, the Royal Australian Navy and a host of private collections in Australia and overseas. 
 

The Exhibition will be officially opened by the Governor of NSW The Hon. Justice 
Margaret Beazley QC, AO  6-8pm on Friday 14 June 2019. 

 
Gallery hours: 10:00am – 4:00pm Monday to Friday, 11:00am – 4:00pm Saturday & Sunday 
For more information about this Exhibition and the Australian Society of Marine Artists Inc. 

(ASMA) please contact via the ASMA website: www.marineartistsaustralia.com.au 
 

 

  

RAS Outdoor Furniture 
 
Our outdoor table and seats that face onto 
Walker Street have been lovingly repaired by 
Greg Hansell and repainted by our Secretary 
Christine. 
 
The repainting was done over several days and 
the furniture now supports an attractive charcoal 
colour scheme. 
 
This has added a further enhancement to the 
premises on top of the recently renewed paving. 



 

 

2019 Program of Events 

 

June 

Sunday 2 Close ‘Home’ Exhibition 
Monday 10 Queens Birthday – Closed 
Tuesday 11 Send-in day for ASMA Private 

Exhibition 10am – 3pm 
Friday 14 Opening ASMA Private Exhibition  

6-8pm 
Friday 28 Council Meeting 4pm 
Sunday 30 Close ASMA Exhibition 3pm 
 

July 

Monday 1 Hanging Ballot paintings and last 
send-in day. 

Saturday 6 First viewing date ballot 
Sunday 7 2nd Term finishes 
Tuesday 16 Ballot Cocktail Party 6-8pm 
Monday 22 3rd Term starts 
Friday 26 Council Meeting 4pm 

 

October 

Monday 7 Gallery Closed Labour Day 
Monday 7 4th Term starts 
Monday 7  Send-in day for “Paint A Pub” 

Exhibition 
Friday 11 Opening “Paint A Pub” 

Exhibition 
Friday 25 Council Meeting 4pm 
 

November 

Sunday 3 Close “Paint A Pub” Exhibition 
Monday 4 Send-in day Student 

Exhibition 10am-3pm 
Friday 8 Opening Student Exhibition 
Friday 15 Council Meeting 4pm 
Sunday 24 Art School Student Exhibition 

finishes 
Monday 25 Send-in  day Christmas 

Exhibition10am-3pm 
Friday 29 Opening Christmas Exhibition 

6-8pm 
 

 

August 
Saturday 3 Last viewing day for Ballot Fundraiser 
Sunday 4 Ballot Draw 12 noon 
Monday 5 Closed Bank Holiday 
Tuesday 6 Gallery Closed 
Friday 23 Council Meeting 4pm 

 

September 

Monday 2 Send-in day Annual Spring featuring 
the Medal of Distinction Award 

Thursday 5 Judging Medal of Distinction 
Friday 6 Opening Annual Spring Exhibition 

6-8pm 
Sunday 22 3rd Term finishes 
Tuesday 24 Fellows Morning Tea 11am.  Meeting 

11.30m 
Friday 27 Council Meeting 4pm 

 

 

December 

Wednesday 11 Council Meeting 4pm.  Last 
meeting for the year 

Sunday 15 4th term finishes 
Monday 23 RAS and Gallery closes 2pm 
 Re-opens in 2020 
 

  

 

President:  John Perkins FRAS 
Art School Director:  Greg Hansell FRAS 

Secretary:  Christine Feher Ph:  9955 5752 email:  lavender@royalart.com.au 
Newsletter Editor:  Sue Woodland Ph:  9874 3243 email:  suenewsletter@gmail.com 

 

Deadline for the next Newsletter is 28 June 2019 
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